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TEXTBOOK OF COMPARATIVE HISTOLOGY. By Warren Andrew. New York,
Oxford University Press, 1959. 652 pp., 220 figs., 4 plates. $15.00.
Dr. Warren's scope is as broad as the animal kingdom, his viewpoint that of
the histologist, his intended audience all who are interested in the compara-
tive aspects of animal form and function considered at the cellular level.
At a time when newer techniques are daily adding to the bewildering array
of facts concerning cells and tissues there is a danger that even professional
histologists may become so fascinated with minutiae that they forget the
broad principles on which their science rests. This text undertakes the
impressive task of illustrating histological principles by a judicious distilla-
tion of facts garnered from the invertebrates and the vertebrates. The task
is accomplished expertly, and the army of facts that crowd the book is prop-
erly marshalled in support of basic principles. It is no small bonus that Dr.
Andrew has written with zestand imagination.
While the approach is comparative, the organization of the text is sys-
tematic. After introducing the animal cell and animal tissues, the text treats
each of the organ systems in turn. In each case careful attention has been
given to the cellular and tissue modifications that reflect the ways in which
different species have solved the same problems. In turn attention is given
to: skeleton, integument, digestive apparatus, circulatory systems, respira-
tory organs, reproductive systems, endocrine glands, nervous system, sense
organs and tissues producing light and electricity. A final chapter relates
the principles derived from comparative histology to broader biological
concepts andtheories.
Inevitably an occasional term is introduced without prior definition, but
on the whole the work is excellently organized and eminently usable. Key
references and an exhaustive index enhance the value of this text. The
numerous drawings and photographic halftones, which include four plates
in color, have been carefully selected for quality and pertinence.
It is a pleasure to recommend a book which fills a real need and which is
both accurate in its great detail and a polished literary work that is a
pleasure to read.
ALFRED J. COULOMBRE
INTRODUCTION To HUMAN ANATOMY. By Carl C. Francis. St. Louis,
C. V. Mosby Co., 1959. 548pp. $5.75.
This textbook is an attempt by the author to present the essential facts of
human anatomy in the smallest possible compass. He has succeeded, for I
doubt if the subject matter could be more concisely stated without being
quite incomplete. The book is clearly written, accurate, and well illustrated.
It would serve as a good textbook for human anatomy courses at the under-
graduate level, including those for nurses. At the end of the book there is a
glossary of anatomical terms and review questions at the end of each chapter
to aid a student studying human anatomy for the first time to better under-
stand the material presented. In the description of structures the inclusion
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of function and medical applications makes the book quite dynamic. I have
found such a textbook as this helpful as preliminary reading for medical stu-
dents who were nonscience majors as undergraduates to enable them more
adequately to cope with the massive amount of anatomical data they are
expected to learn intheir gross anatomy course.
Although the author often includes alternate terms when describing struc-
tures, it is unfortunate that the Basle Nomina Anatomica (B.N.A.) (1865)
terminology is used as the official source of terms throughout the book. It
would be quite desirable for authors of any new books and new editions of
books on human anatomy, at any level, to use exclusively the revised
terminology approved by the Sixth International Congress of Anatomists in
Paris, 1955, as the official source of terms in order eventually to do away
with the confusing use of more than one term for each anatomical structure.
E. S. CRELIN
MEDICAL BIOLOGY AND ETRUSCAN ORIGINS. Ciba Foundation Symposium.
G. E. W. Wolstenholme and C. M. O'Connor, Eds. Boston, Little, Brown &
Co., 1959. 255 pp. $9.50.
To denote the 50th volume in the Ciba Foundation Symposia, the editors at
the instigation of Professor F. G. Young of Cambridge have selected a field
of study outside their usual purlieus. In a period that is committed to the
"multi-disciplinary approach" this volume stands out proudly as a fruitful
attempt to reconcile the various approaches of archaeology, physical and
social anthropology, classical history, philology, human genetics, and con-
temporary advances in hematology as applied to the elusive questions of the
ethnology of the Etruscans. It is always refreshing to read how some one in
another field of study goes about solving his problems, what stumbling
blocks he encounters, what hypotheses have been advanced in the past, then
modified, then re-evaluated in the light of new evidence, etc., what new
tentative hypotheses can be advanced, and, most important, what riddles
remain unsolved.
The volume contains an introduction by R. M. Cook of the Museum of
Classical Archaeology at Cambridge which delineates the problem, setting
it against the broad context of the disciplines involved. This is followed by
16 original contributions chiefly by English and Italian scientists. Most
informative are the well-illustrated archaeological article by Hugh Hencken
of the Peabody Museum at Harvard and the general article on the contribu-
tions of various scientific disciplines by Neppi Modena of Genoa. Articles
on blood grouping as a tool in genetics and the relevant hematological data
are supplied by Mourant, Cepellini, Morganti, Siniscalco et al., and Harris
et al. The diverse perspectives upon the central problem are brought into
sharper focus by the group discussions. The volume is arranged, illustrated,
printed, edited, and planned in the fine style we have accustomed ourselves
toassociatewith publications from this quarter.
In a very real sense museums can be the sepulchres of cultures whose sur-
vival civilization has rendered impossible. Most of us know little about the